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for putting it blindly into the hands of un- 
known men, and giving away fora mere 
nothing profitable - ‘privileges which known 
men “are willing ; to pay for? Alderman 
Goopwin, who. introduced the resolution, 
seems, to know more about the mysterious 
“company * ‘than.he jis willing to admit, 
and the whole business smells suspiciously 
of corruption, The* Mayor's veto will give 
these gentlemerfan opportunity of bestowing 
a second thought on the position in which 
they are placing. themselves before the 
public. ae : 


The decision rendered by Judge GruBERT, 
of-the Supreme, Court, in Brooklyn, yester- 
day, in regard ‘to the taxation of ‘corpora- 
tidns, will. probably somewhat surprise 
those practically interested. in the question, 
if not the committee who framed the act of 
1880... He-holds that the exemption from 
assessment of the capital stock and personal 


property of certain corporations upon which - 


the special State tax is levied applies only 
to taxation for State purposes, and that 
authority to. .assess and collect taxes 
for local’ purposes is. not taken . away 
op impaired, - This Jeaves.these corpora~ 
tions subject,-as in former times, to taxation 
on their real estate, which was plainly in- 
tended, subject to the’ new State tax on 
capital stock and receipts, and .also subject 
to'assessment, as before, on stock. and per- 
sonal property so far as local’ purposes are 
concerned. , They certainly have not calcu- 
lated upon this, even, if the joint special 
committee which muddled the tax laws last 
Winter intended it. 
aoe eereeninmenemtl 
FUTURE OF .THE “SOLID” 
- SOUTH. 


A very considerable number of the Demo- 
cratic papers’ of the South have since the 
eléction been discussing the probable future 
of. their party in ‘that’ section. Of these a 
portion respectable in number, and still more 
so in influence and ability, have shown a dis- 
position to abandon the close adherence to 
the Democratic Party which has hitherto 
been’ shown. Another portion, with less 
boldness, have .expressed_ a. general weari- 


THE 


ness and. disgust with national politics, and: 


have advised - their readers to cease all active 
participation in the choice of Presidential can- 
didates, to confine their interest in national 
matters to maintaining their representation 
in Congress; and-to devote their energies to 
local government: and the development,of 
the material resources of their section. still 
another class‘of journals declare that ‘‘ the 
South’’ has done well ‘in the past, that it is 
**golid”’ only for‘sonnd government, and 
that ‘this: can only be hoped’ for from the 
Democtatic Party. To this latter class it is 
hardly worth whileto give much time. Men 
who really think, or, ‘at ‘this’ late day, ‘pre- 
tend to think, that the Democratic Party is 
the only one ‘which can give good govern- 
ment to the South, and that the Southern 
Democrats have. been justified in what they 
have done to secure) the success of ‘this 
party, will not be convinced. that they are in 
error by anything which we can say. We 
cannot. allow the occasion to pass, however, 
without protesting that the assumption that 
‘the South’? consists of white Democrats 


only ie one whith must be got rid of if that: 


class hope ever to obtain any considerable 
share of power in ' the national Government. 
The North gave a‘ half-million majority for 
the abolition of that assumption, and it will 
not change its mind.. ‘Whenever the. ques- 


tion is again “presented with the same dis-” 


tinctness the décision will always be the same. 

As tothe class of ‘those ‘who. seem dis- 
gusted with national. politica and disposed 
to abandon the “pursuit and devote them- 
fol plot paring ane of Southern mate- 


the situation is ‘éncou 
the Republican Administration reduces itself | 


‘y bad partisan features one of the strongest in- | 
“centives to the maintenance of ‘the old sec-' 


| tional alignments would be removed.” 


“if thése.pepers spedk the evatimant of any 
considerable number of Southern Democrats, 
The task of 


to. a judicious organization: of the civil 


.sérvice in the South on the one hand, and to. 


an impartial enforcemént of ‘all laws neces- 


sary to the protection of equal suffrage on. | 


thé other. ‘Whether the conscientious per- 
formance of both branches of this task would: 
really secure respect ‘and co-operation from’ 
any influential class in the South it is impos- 
sible to say with certainty, but the remarks 
which we have quoted hold .out some’ 
reason . to think so. But. whether 
such did could be obtained. or. not, the task 
must be. performed. It is the duty of the 
hour from every point of view, and it af- 
fords.the only hope of success. . The require- 
ment'that appointments in the South should 
be of the highest character, that they should 
be made with only so-much reference to po- 
litical views as would secure fidelity to the 
principle of equal suffrage, and that they 
should be madé,.as far as possible, among 
Southern men, is not. only reasonable, but 
imperative. All the evils which attend a 
rakes: eghlnes in the North exist in 

‘South, and ‘there are others. im- 
wae ot worse, which are 80 ob- 
vious . that- it is not . necessary. to 
mention them, ‘On the other hand, the pro- 
tection of. the ballot at every stage with the 
full power of the national Government is 
equally imperative. It cannot be dispensed 


‘with by either the Government or the'South, 


To the Government itis a duty imposed by 
the Constitution and by the sentiment of a 
great majority of the country. To the South 
it is the absolute test. of sincerity in its pro- 
fessions of attachment to the Constitution as 
it is: We do not conceal from. ourselyes 
that on one side and on the' other this policy, 
in both its branches, will be found difficult 


to apply: But-we-are convinced that it is | 


the only one which will secure the ends 
which all good citizens desire. 


SILVER AND SMALL NOTES. 

As there has been recently some revival of 
the old expectation that the withdrawal of 
bank-notes of small denominations will create 
& void into which convenience will force the 
standard silvér’dollar, it will not be ‘untimely 
to examine briefly what grounds exist for 
such expectation. The law. originally pro- 


vided that not more than one-sixth of its 
‘circulation should be furnished to any bank 


in denominations less than $5, and, in fact, 
this authorized limit was never reached, the 
amount of: such notes not exceeding more 
than one-thirty-fifth of the whole. With- 
drawal of the low. notes was not direeted, 
but the supply of notes under $5 was for- 
bidden after resumption. Whether this is 
to be construed ‘as only prohibiting small- 
note circulation for new banks and in- 
creased small-note circulation to old. ones, 
or whether it is an absolute: command 
that nd. more such notes shall leave 
the custody of the Government, is an unset 
fled. question. If greenbacks can ‘be. per- 
petuated, even by. substituting for the old 
notes other notes with: new dates and num- 
bers and printed from wholly new plates,. 
under cover of authority to originally issue, 
it would ‘seem that such a power must’ in- 
clude—as the greater includes the less—the 
power to’ substitute duplicates as-old bank- 
notes wear out. But for the present in- 
quity this may be waived, and the admission 
may be made that the low-note bank circu- 
lation must disappear as fast as destroyed by 
use and accident. This is the view taken 
by the. Controller, who in his last report 


cites the prohibition referred to, and adds 
that, ‘* accordingly,’ no notes under $5 had: 


been issued since Jan. 1, 1879. 


“The following schedule exhibits, by aa 


nominations; the amounts of bank-notes 
and legal tenders respectively outstanding 
Nov. 1, 1877-9, the amounts being stated in 


i | portant is the 
js to extend from the City of Mexico to El 


$9,000; 000; 


‘sidiary coins. Here is. an apparen 


posse ‘Dat: it: eg Cay on us to 
-| consider. it herein. Small ‘bank-notes have 
“never been large in volume. - “The paper cir- 


culation - was about at its’ maximum at the 
end of 1874, when those notes were scarcely 
against ‘almost $59,000,000 in 

the like ‘gréenbadke; at the same ‘time the 
bank ‘fiyes - were — $131,000,000;° against 
$57,583,000 greenbacks. So insignificant in 
quantity’ have the now prohibited ‘notes 
been that they are scarcely missed, although 
they have been for several years rarely seen. 
The - gap: tobe made by their entire disap- 
pearance is -inconsiderable, and all the facts 
indicate that greenbacks will ‘fill it, The 
silvet dollar never did circulate; we never 
really had ‘it, its aggregate éathage down to 
1861: not equaling ° $6,000,000; and the 
people do not take kindly to the “ stove-lid 
currency.”’ 

But the practical test already had is a suf- 
ficient comment upon any expectation that 
the standard dollar will rush in to fill any 
aching void in’ the circuldtion. It is the 
trade dollar, though # despised and illegiti- 


mate. coin, which, still haunts the channels of 


retail trade, rather. than the legal dollar. 
The amounts of the latter coined to date and 
the: holdings of the Treasury at the dates 
given were as follows: - ea 
July 1, 1878, Juely 1, 1879... July 1, 1880. 

$63,734,750 
Tn Treaiury... 5281044 © 28,147,851 44,405,815 
Elsewhere. $8, 298, 456 $7,008, 649 658,649. $19,309,485 
On the: Ist of October (at the average rate 
of coining) the total. was $70,718,000; the 
Treasury then held $47,654,675, and the na- 
tional banks held $5, 862,085, including sub- 
t increase 
of about $8,750,000 in the total outside. of 
the. Treasury in one quarter, and that the 
overflow from the Treasury hoard must.con- 
tinue at a somewhat accelérating rate is no 
more doubtful’ than that persistence in the 
whole process will bring the country to the 
peatrcepe tion ‘* single standard’’—of sil- 
- Where the, dollars are is a matter of 
bia consequence in relation to the unde- 
niable fact that they are not in sight and 
use, “There is\no ‘‘ gap’’ which they can 


fill, except the one to be miade by the expul- 


sion of gold, 


MEXICAN RAILWAYS. 


“While the subject of investing in Mexican 
railroad .schemies is attracting attention, it 
may be of interest to know precisely what 
has been already done in that: field. The 
Mexican Govertiment has recently been 
showing a ‘disposition to. deal liberally with 
foreign, and especially American, capitalists, 
with's view’ to securing the obvious bene- 
fits’ of the development of a railroad 
system, and ‘several parties have ob- 
tained concessions, Last Summer the 
Mexican Congress conferred upon President 
Draz authority to grant such concessions as 
he might deem most advantageous to the 
country. It' seems to be a disputed point 
whether these haye to receive a finai confir- 
matibh by Congress, but it is. understood 
that operations are going forward under 
some of them. ~ 

Dlie-only important: railroad line now int 
operation in Mexico is that from Vera Cruz 
to the capital. city, 298 miles, which was 
built and is controlled by English capitalists. 
The company ‘was incorporated in 1864, and 


the line “opened in 1878, The capital 


consists of . $11,260,150 in ordinary 
shares, $12,770,500 in. first. preference 
shares, $5,059,800 in second preference 
shares; . and , $10,000,000 . of 6 per 


 cantt,:. perpetual mortgage debenture stock. 


The Government subscribed to $8,899,674 of 
the ordinary shares, raising the funds chiefly 


‘by an appropriation, of 15 ‘per cent, of the 
Qustom-house receipts during a series of 
‘years,’ -It also granted a direct subsidy of 


$14,000,000, payable in 25, annual install- 


ments, ‘from 74 per cent. of the import duties 
from the Custom-houses at Vera Cruz, Tam- 
‘pico, Matamoros, Mazatlan, and Manzanillo. 
‘The road was a. costly one to build, and as 
yet. pays dividends only. on the ‘mortgage 

“stock and the frit preference shares, 


, perhaps the most im- 
Central, whose line 


Of recent proj 


| Paso, 1, ,000 miles away on the northern fron- 


| tier, where it is to. meet and connect, with 
pb Nina rere Mascot Sante Fé, which 


} cannot 


ae tn 
fa ticaerior ot oes 


da and east, but to the south-east toward 
the’ Gulf, and to the north-west toward the 
Pacific as well. “Latedo: promises to be 
‘another important point of connection, and 
‘there hhaye been some signs of competition 
for . the privilege of constructing a line 
thence to the. capital of Mexico. Should 
it be built, it is probable that speedy connec- 
tion would be made with the Iron Mountain 
or the Missouri, Kansas and Texas. There 
‘were rumors'some months ago of a syndi- 
cate to be formed in this. City to work in con- 
junction: with the Southern Pacific for the 
development of an international scheme of 
which it was supposed that Laredo would 
be the centre, but nothing has been heard 
of it of late, ‘What, if anything, will be 
done as the result of | Sefior Rommxo’s 
efforts to interest our capitalists remains to 
be. seen, but it is already evident that a be- 
ginning has been made in the development 
of ‘Mexican railroads and. their connection 
across the border with the great system of 
the United States. Thus far Mexican sub- 
sidies: have played. an important part. in 
these projects, but they 
Teached their limit.. If so, how far a com- 
bination relying. only on its own capital 


‘would be able to compete with the subsi- 


dized companies, is a question. 


COLONIZATION. 

Now that especial efforts are making by 
ship brokers and other philanthropists to in- 
duce the American colored people to. emi- 
grate to Liberia, it is‘ fortunate that several 


distinguished friends of the African Repub-. 


lic have hastened to tell the exact truth as to 
the condition of the Liberians.~ Of course, 


-| they have been anxious to make Liberia ap- 


pear in as favorable a light as possible, but 
there ‘can be he doubt that they have told 
the truth and nothing byt the truth. 

There has resided in this City for some 
time a native African King, or, at all events, 
the son of a native King. » He was brought 
to this country by a returned Liberian as a 
sample of the most prolific African crop, 
and as the returned Liberian, of ‘course, 
never -went back to Liberia, the young 
Prince is still reveling in the halls of a 
down-town restaurant, and handling plates 
of ‘‘roastbeefmiddlin’ *? with the grace in- 
herent. in his royal: blood: This eminent 
authority has lately destribed the fate of the 
colored.colonist who goes to Liberia. On 
landing he is immediately provided with the 


‘African jungle fever, and is allowed to en- 


joy this luxury for six months—provided he 
lives so long—during which time he is sup- 
ported by the Colonization Society:: This 
fever, which is far more ‘painful and deadly 
than any marsh fever known in this country, 
sweeps off a large percentage of the colo- 
nists’ within a short time after their, arrival, 
so that the Colonization Society does not, 
afterall, incur a very great expense in feeding 
the survivors during their. six months’ fever 
holiday... At-the end of this time the society 
gives to each surviving man a patch of land, 
which he is expected to cultivate. © He raises 
various vegetables, but-does not sell them, 
there not being enough money in the Repub- 
lic to serve as a, circulating medium. The 
Liberian carries on his business according to 
the primitive practice of barter and ex- 
change.» When he wants sugar he ex- 
changes some of his corn for some of his 
néighbor’s sugar, and when he wants: a’ pair 
of shoes he buys them with a certain quan- 
tity of potatoes. There is no doubt that he 
generally succeeds in keeping together his 
soul and so much of his original body as the 
fever may have spared; The soil. is fertile, 
and the colonists can easily raise enough 
corn and potatoes to keep them from stary- 
ing. Indeed, according to the testimony of 
‘Mr. T. J. Bowen, a returned missionary, 
“most of the people seem to live: as com- 
fortably as those at home.’’ 

» Tt is easy to see why it is so rare’ a thing 
| for a.colored man who emigrates from this 
country to Liberia ever to return home, 


The ‘advocates of . colonization point tri- 
umphantly to this fact as a proof that the 


have probably 


od - We he Fahirtan aces be 
ee es ovo 

vantage in the Dismal: Swamp 

onization scheme is the fact that it would 
hee OA es eee 
ca 7 map aster 


| put an end to the business of the philan 


thropic managers of the Dismal Swamp. Col- 
onization Society.: ‘There is no such danger 
attending the colonization of Liberia... The 
rare. negro who stows himself away in the 
hold of a vessel\and. so manages to. reach 
home is instantly: proved to be. a worthless 
fellow, whose word is unworthy of credit. 
Thus safe from contradiction the benevolent 
ship brokers pursue their occupations, and - 
the unhappy colored men whom they entice 
away from home go to Liberia to die of the 
fever or to drag ont @ wretched existence, en- 
vious of the healthier and happier heathen 
who surround the wretched parody of @ free 
State. 


Itisnot generally known that through the 
Smithsonian Institution at. Washington discoveries 
of planets: and cométs»made in the United States 

r on the American continent, are transmitted by 
Chie abroad, and that it: is the recipient of such 
astronomical finds as are made in Europe, which, in 
its turn, it announces:to the-principal observatories 
in this country. This transmission of intelligence 
isnot restricted to the: discoveries of planets and 
comets alone, but includes that of any remarkable 
phenomenon which may suddenly. present itself in 
either country, sach as that of showers of shooting 
stars, &c, Heretofore, the Smithsonian Institation 
has cabled such astronomical events to Greenwich, 
Paris, Berlin, Vienna, and Pulkoya, communicating 
the European discoveries which it receives to some 
seventeen different observatories in the United 
States. It is quite possible. that a more perfected 
series of cipliers ‘will be devised, and that, in ‘order 
to avoid risk of. error from confusion-in transmis- 
sion of the dispatch from the Smithsonian, in the 
future, but.a single observatory in Europe will be 
informed, which astronomical centre will probably 
beat Kiehl It is also under consideration to have 
repehted the same’ dispatch, some twenty-four 
ho’ afterward, so .as to remove all. chance: of 
error, either on ‘thie part of the sender or the re- 
colver of the astronomical dispatch. 

A great deal)of. man’s cunning has been 
called into play for the ‘detection of criminals, 
Sensational books descant'on the exact shape of 
the shoe, the pegged or patched sole, the worn- 
down heel, which traces the: murderer has: ‘left 
an the garden-walk. Enear Ponr’s ingenuity is 
naught when compared with the art of detectives 
in’ the popular romances. Once the microscopists 
declared that the peculiarity of a man’s hair was 
such ag to distinguish it from that of any. other: in- 
dividual, There was once, too, a famously ludi- 
orous gag, about a murdered man’s eyes, which 
were: to have ‘ photographed in them the exact 
carté de visite of the assassin. Chentistry, physics, 
have all been called upon, in turn to bring murder 
ers to justice. To mark a man who had commiitted 
one rime, so as to facilitate his detection when 
suspected of another guilty act, led'to branding. 
We are much more humane to-day, as we photo- 
graph rascals, and expose their villainous portraits 
in the Rogues’ Gallery. But here is a Chinese 
trick which is more: than curious, for it seems to 
have some basis of fact. to substantiate its use. Chi- 
nese criminals from the earliest’ times have been 
made to give the prints of their fingers and thumbs— 
“ just as we make ours yield their photographs.”’ The 
tips of the fingers and thumbs are slightly Black- 
ened, say with a danb of printer’s ink, and then 
pressed on a sheet of white paper, then out comes 
the idiosyncrasies of these fingers.. Now, this new 
process of identification is. based on the fact that 
those fine lines which form loops and patterns, 
starting sometimes from a common centre about 
half way in the last joint of the finger; are never alike 
in any two. persons, for the fingers have distinct 
skin physiognomies.. There seems to be heredity 
about it, and cnildren of the same parents have the 
same, identical lines. Now, when a murderer 
leaves his bloody tracery on. a wail, his hands, red 
withthe gore of his victim, it would be curious to 
study the peculiarities of the horrible imprint he 
may have left, and, the. minute whorls or loops 
might, identify him. . Lesser crimes, such as of 
pilfering, might bring about their detection in ‘this 
way. One’s decanter of. choice. brandy bears on 
the glass a certain smudgy imprint; or a pot of 
jelly in the closet shows. baby's sticky fingers; and 
then Bridget or little Billy is summoned to justice. 

ne 

The loss of the fine Sound ial hale 
Tsland, the burning of the St, Peter Asylum for the 
Insane, with a loss of ‘life as yet. indefinitely large, 
and the Stellarton disaster; which killed 50. men 
and made 38 widows.and 110 .orphais, and all 
within a few days, combine. to make a record such 


the Turn Halle fire in ttiis City resulted in.7 deaths. 
Two weeks and two days later 70 lives were lost in 


colonist is happy and prosperous. The real } ™* 
truth is that a large part of the colonists die’ | “ 


of the fever, and there is thus a practical 


difficulty ii the way. of their manifesting: 


any desire to come back to America, . The 


‘survivors, who ‘manage to live by. barter, Ss 


possibly find money enough to pay | astde 
their passage'home. It id doubtful if the | 


s; | entire amount of cash in the Republic would | Detr rege 
| be enough to pay the fare of one adult colo- drowned. ' 
Kjca mea aa eal As the eal 








it... will be: seem that there are in: 
Second District 11,112 white . voters © aa: 
%,110 colored voters. If every negro. voted, in ac. 
cordance with what the News and Courter terms his. — 


frands, given to his opponent, Mr. O’CoxNon;a ma- 


jority of about 5,000. A fall vote in Charleston © | 
County, according to the calculation made above, 


would have given Mr. Macksr 9,100 majority fliere; 
he asserts that he really had a majority of 7,200; 
that.on the face of the returns he was given # ma 
jority of 1,848; and. that, by throwing. out seven 
boxes, the Democrats have given to. Q’Conxos 
&@ majority of 3,317 in that county. According tc 
the census and the average used above, Mr. Macxry 
would be entitled, on a full vote, to a majority o1 
1,472 in Clarendon County; he says that he really 
had 900, and that by fraud the Democrats have 
given to O’Conxor in that county a majority of 
1,000.. Upom the same. basis as that used in the 
calculations for the counties of Charleston and 
Clarendon Mr. Macxey would have seoured ama: 
jority of 8,424; he says that those who voted gave 


hint a majority of 1,500; that the Democrats ‘re- 


turned for him a majority of 95, and that they af 
terward, by throwing out four boxes, transformed 
his majority into. one of 915 for O’Conwor> Upon 
the united testimony of the census, the Wewe and 
Courier, and-those who kept a record of the voters 
and exposed these almost unexampled frauds, the © 
work of the Democrats of the Second Congressional 
District of South Carolina stands condemned, and 
deserves the early attention of the Fortyseventh 
Congress. A calculation based upon the census re- 
turns, similar to that made for the Second District, 
assigning 1 voter to 444 inhabitants, shows that a 
full vote, fairly counted, would have given. the 
State to Ganrietp by a majority of more than 47,- 
o et 

The commercial activity of Russia, hitherto 
directed chiefly to the South, is now manifesting 
itself in thé. long-negiected North likewise. .The 
small steamer which plies monthly between Arch. 
angelsk and the Norwegian port of Hammerfest. is 
soon to be teplaced by a.quicker and more efficient 
means of communication. The railway lately com- 
pleted to Ekaterinburg, the border town of West Si- 
berta, is to be prolonged to Omsk, the capital, passing 
several important mines on the way. The possibility 
of establishing upon the three great Siberian rivers, 
the Opi, Yenisei, and Lena, regular steamers like 
those upon the. Amour, is: now under considera- 


tion, and this project, if carried out, willaffordan . ° 


ample field for that utilization of conviet labor s¢ 

warmly advocated by the elder Prince Gontscus 

xorr while Governor-General of Siberia. 
OO 


GENERAL NOTES. 


** Ould Sam Rogers” received one vote for 
Presidential Elector in Rhode Island: 


The Virginia (Nev.) Enterprise ntidin ta 
the Democrats’ a majority of 31 on SS pee in 
the Legislature of Nevada, 


The Halifax (Nova Scotia) Chronicle asserts 
that the desire to get ont of the Dominion Confed 
eration is general in that Province. : 

The State of Pennsylvania presents thres 
candidates for Speaker of the House of ; 
tatives—Messrs. Kelley, Shallenberger, and A. Hers’ 
Smith. 


Gov. “ Blne Jeans’ Williams, of Indiana, is’ 
suffering severely from an attack of malarial fever, 
but no serious See ae Se a“ 
his age, which is over 72 years. 


A telegram to the Vicksburg Herald. oe 
that Chalmers’s majority in Washington. County, 
Miss., is.685.. Lake Washington, and 
Refuge boxes, it says, were thrown out for infor- 
malities. It is safe to assume that Chalmers lost no 
votes by this. 


The Republican paper in Richmond, Va., 
says that it was understood before the election that 
Meeers. Fulkerson, Paul, Frazier, and . Stovall 

“would, at least, if they desired to do so, feel at 
liberty to act with the Republicans ig the organiza 
tion of the next. House,” 

While the San Francisco Alta ‘aided 
the business. depression on the Pacific. 5 set of 
doubtedly hurt ngtromnenenprme 
the forged Chinese letter upon ignorant 
ray be true ole wish ave the Danese 
Party from a total overthrow. eee 

The Albany Journal claims to Dare rotarn 
of the canvass from all the counties 


‘ and that they show a plurality for the E 


Presidential Electors of 20,885. The Greem — 
back vote tor President was somewhat over 10,000 
the Temperance vote about 1,500, and the Anti-May 
sonic yote 72. 

‘Phe curious fact is shown by the official. can- 
vass of the votes cast in this City and County on 
the 2d inst. that not one “ sctatched * ticker for 


Presidential Electors was voted. Every oneof the 


Lofe maar ser mesathsing Republican ticket: received | 
81,686 votes; every one on the Democratic titket 
seed IS oie; erry on o he Grains. 
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